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Fast Facts—A General Summary of Motor Vehicle Crashes in Iowa 

Summary of All Crashes 

NOTE:    "Occupants" refers to both vehicle drivers and passengers.  
               "Involved" may include drivers/passengers of a vehicle or pedestrians who are neither injured nor killed.  
               “Non-vehicle Non-pedestrians” are persons who were not in a vehicle nor would be considered a pedestrian (e.g., riders of a horse or horse and buggy, occupants 

of a train or building).   

In Iowa there were . . .

1 crash every 7.95 minutes.

1 driver out of 19.44 involved in a crash.

1.34 lives lost each day because of traffic crashes;
a total of 490 lives were lost in 1999.

101.15 persons injured each day because of traffic crashes;
a total of 36,920 persons injured in 1999.

In Iowa, motor vehicle crashes increased  0.69% in 1999 from the 64,041 crashes recorded in 1998;
fatalities increased  8.37% from the 449 fatalities recorded in 1998.

Nationally there were . . .

41,611 fatalities, a 0.26% increase from the 41,501 fatalities in 1998;
37,043 fatal crashes, a 0.17% decrease from the 37,107 fatal crashes in 1998.

All
Crashes

Fatal
Crashes

Personal Injury 
Crashes

Property Damage 
Crashes

64,485 428 23,932 40,125
37,410

490 490
36,920 456 36,464

114,300 737 44,353 69,210
Involved 165,294 1,174 68,344 95,776

Killed 471 471
Injured 36,288 451 35,837

Involved 107,584 719 43,032 63,833
Killed 328 328

Injured 24,752 233 24,519
Involved 57,710 455 25,312 31,943

Killed 143 143
Injured 11,536 218 11,318

Involved 642 18 624
Killed 17 17

Injured 625 1 624
Involved 9 6 3

Killed 2 2
Injured 7 4 3

Non-Vehicle
Non-Pedestrians

Fatalities & Injuries

Vehicle
Occupants

Vehicle
Drivers

Vehicle
Passengers

Pedestrians

Type of Crash & Crash Victim

Crashes

Fatalities
Injuries
Vehicles
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Summary of Alcohol-Related Crashes 

Summary of Protective Device Usage 

NOTE:  Does not include pedestrians. 

NOTE:    "Occupants" refers to both vehicle drivers and passengers.  
               "Involved" may include drivers/passengers of a vehicle or pedestrians who are neither injured nor killed.  
               “Non-vehicle Non-pedestrians” are persons who were not in a vehicle nor would be considered a pedestrian (e.g., riders of a horse or horse and buggy, occupants 

of a train or building).   

All
Crashes

Fatal
Crashes

Personal Injury 
Crashes

Property Damage 
Crashes

2,761 115 1,543 1,103
2,577

132 132
2,445 94 2,351
4,289 176 2,304 1,809

Involved 5,926 288 3,441 2,197
Killed 130 130

Injured 2,365 94 2,271
Involved 3,821 165 2,161 1,495

Killed 90 90
Injured 1,550 48 1,502

Involved 2,105 123 1,280 702
Killed 40 40

Injured 815 46 769
Involved 81 2 79

Killed 2 2
Injured 79 0 79

Involved 1 0 1
Killed 0 0

Injured 1 0 1

Vehicle
Occupants

Vehicle
Drivers

Vehicle
Passengers

Pedestrians

Fatalities
Fatalities & Injuries

Non-Vehicle
Non-Pedestrians

Injuries
Vehicles

Type of Alcohol-Related
Crash & Crash Victim

Crashes

Severity of Injury

Fatal
Major

(Incapacitating)
Minor

(Bruises/Abrasions)
Possible

(Complaint of Pain)
Total

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
None Used 211 44.80% 1,007 28.73% 5,389 16.44% 0 0.00% 6,607 17.97%
Lap Belt 11 2.34% 138 3.94% 1,745 5.32% 0 0.00% 1,894 5.15%
Lap & Shoulder Belt 139 29.51% 1,359 38.77% 16,048 48.96% 1 33.33% 17,547 47.74%
Airbag Deployed 9 1.91% 102 2.91% 754 2.30% 0 0.00% 865 2.35%
Child Restraint 2 0.42% 21 0.60% 341 1.04% 0 0.00% 364 0.99%
Helmet         8 1.70% 47 1.34% 149 0.45% 0 0.00% 204 0.55%
Passive Restraint 1 0.21% 7 0.20% 43 0.13% 0 0.00% 51 0.14%
Other          1 0.21% 35 1.00% 115 0.35% 0 0.00% 151 0.41%
Unknown        89 18.90% 789 22.51% 8,196 25.00% 2 66.67% 9,076 24.69%
Total          471 100.00% 3,505 100.00% 32,780 100.00% 3 100.00% 36,759 100.00%

Protective
Device Used
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All Crashes 
In Thousands 

Fatalities 

71.79 71.27
69.26

73.60 74.05
76.20

78.36

71.51

64.04 64.49

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

464
488

436
457

479

527

465 468
449

490

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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Injuries 
In Thousands 

Iowa Death Rate 
Deaths per 100 Million Miles Traveled 

30.22 29.66

33.87
35.51 36.31

38.99 38.56
39.51

37.65 36.92

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

\

2.00
2.07

1.79 1.80 1.81

1.97

1.70 1.67

1.54
1.65

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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Vehicle Miles Traveled 
In Billions 

Motor Vehicle Registrations 
In Millions 

23.16 23.57
24.41

25.40
26.43 26.69 27.33 27.99

29.19 29.73

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

2.77

2.80

2.83
2.85

2.88

2.92

2.95

3.02

3.08 3.07

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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Pedestrian Fatalities 

Pedestrian Injuries 

830
791

764 748
719

782

732

658

715

625

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

32

35 35

32

22

29

23

28

25

17

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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Pedalcycle Fatalities 

Pedalcycle Injuries 

7

9

8

4

11

7

11

6

7

6

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

621 613

680

561 560 568

503

458

532
502

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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Motorcyclist Fatalities 

Motorcyclist Injuries 

1,264 1,241 1,214

893
865

819

710
679

638 653

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

37
38

29

39

30

43

16

26
27

30

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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Moped Fatalities 

Moped Injuries 

1

2

0 0 0

1

2 2

1

0

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

233

168

220

125

151

105

87

72
66 65

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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